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m THE SWEDISH NUMISMATIC SOCIETY HOME PAGE ON INTERNET 


Background 
The Internet is growing very rapidly. We hear words like “e-mail”, “the web”, “home page” 
almost daily on television and read about it in the newspapers. For most people, however, the 
Internet is still something mysterious and something that they actually have very limited 
knowledge about. This article may help to make this new phenomena a little less dramatic and 
maybe also help some professional and amateur numismatists to actually start using this very 
powerful tool for communication and for presenting information. 

In late 1995 Internet was discussed at one of the board meetings of the Swedish Numismatic 
Society, and I was given the task of creating a home page for the Society. The home page started 
in March 1996. 


Why bother about Internet? 
Let me first start by arguing why Internet is important for the numismatic community. I will limit 
the arguments to two: speed and cost-effectiveness. 

What do I mean with speed? Simply the following: If I write an article about something, I can 
make it accessible to nearly 100 million other individuals within a few hours after completing 
it. Or, if I want to have access to a picture of a coin in a museum hundreds or thousands kilometres 
away, it can be made available to me within a few minutes via e-mail or via downloading from 
a home page or through FTP (FileTransfer Protocol), provided that the museum has an Internet 
connection. 

What do I mean with cost effectiveness? Well, the cost of being able to present information 
through Internet is very much lower than by traditional printing and mail delivery. I will give 
some approximate figures. Assuming that you already have access to a reasonably modern 
computer (for PC’s, that means at least a 386 with at least 4 MB RAM and at least 100 MB disk), 
the investment for Internet access (e-mail, own home page, www-access and FTP) is: 1) A modem 
(at least 14.4 bps recommended) costs far less than approx. 150 US$.2)A net connection through 
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a dial-up service by some company providing such a service. This costis typically 150-300 US $ 
per year (in Sweden), and prices are falling all the time. 3) Actual phone time. The cost differs 
depending on distance to provider, but it can be kept very low, there is no need to be connected 
all the time. You connect to getor send e-mail, to upload a modified home page or to access other 
home pages. 4) Software. It is possible to use only so called freeware, free of charge, but even 
if you buy a software package, the cost will be very limited — i.e. less than 150 US $. 


How we did it 


Below I will try to describe briefly how we created the home page of the Swedish Numismatic 
Society. There are other ways of doing this, but our intention was to do it as inexpensive as 
possible, while still being in full control of the contents of the home page. To have someone else 
build the home page for you will become very expensive in the long run, and in order to be able 
to present new information without delay, you must be in control of the home page yourself. And 
in fact — this is actually quite simple to do! There is nothing mysterious about it at all. 


Step 1: Get an Internet connection through a “provider company” 
Lists of companies providing Internet connections are published in many computer journals. In 
Sweden there are at least 100 companies offering such services, and the number is rapidly 
growing. The services offered differ, as well as the cost. It is definitely a good idea to compare 
the different offers. For us it was important to have a provider close to both Stockholm and 
Uppsala, in order to keep telephone costs low. It was also important to have “free time” and a 
large disk space for the home page files on the provider company’s server computer. After 
comparing a number of alternatives, we selected a Stockholm based company that offered free 
time and 25 Mbyte on their server for less than 150-300 US $ per year. 

The alternative way is to use a server of your own, with a permanent Internet connection. This 
would have been much more expensive, and was not a realistic alternative for the Society. 


Step 2: Get a modem and software 

We already had modems available, and the software was downloaded from the provider's 
Bulleting Board System free of charge. The package included a web browser, an e-mail program, 
a FTP program, and a TCP/IP stack DLL. Installation instructions were supplied by the provider 
company. Installing the software was simple and straightforward. I was quite surprised myself 
that it worked directly. 


Step 3: Create the home page 
Home pages are created in a special format called HTML (Hyper Text Marcup Language). You 
can either learn HTML, the structure being very simple, or you can use any of the many HTML 
editors now available. After testing a few HTML editors, I decided to use HTML directly and 
create the home page in a simple text editor. The reason was that the HTML editors I tested did 
not give me full control over the layout, and also had some other irritating limitations. I am sure 
that there exists good HTML editors, but I got tired of searching and evaluating! | 

There are many good texts about HTML available from the Internet (check with a search 
program like Alta Vista), so there is no need to spend money on special courses or expensive 
textbooks. With the risk of repeating myself I would like to say once again that HTML is very 
simple. 


Before creating the home page you must spend some time designing the structure of your home 
page. This is very much dependent on how much information you would like to present, Since 
our ambition was to present quite a lot, and to continuously update and expand the home page, 
we created a structure based on one “top-page” and a number of “sub-pages”. 

We then wrote all pages, some of them just with the message “Under construction”, added 
all links that made it possible to jump between the pages, and checked it locally. It is possible 
to check out the appearance of the pages locally with most web browsers. We used NetScape 2.0. 


Step 4: Upload the home page files and check how it looks 
The pages were then uploaded with the FTP program to the server computer. This step is also 
trivial. The “top-page” shall normally be called index.htm or index.html. Now it was up to the 
provider company to actually make this page accessible from the net, and after a few days it was. 
Now we actually had possibilities to present information to the whole world! 

Of course we discovered a few typing mistakes at this point, but correcting them was simply 
a matter of correcting the files and uploading them. Typically this takes minutes rather than hours 
or days. 


Step 5: Register your home page address on the most important “search engines” on the net 
How do people find your home page? There are millions of them out there. The key to this is the 
so called “search engines”. You must “register” your home page with these. You don't have to 
register your home page with all of them, just the most important ones. We selected AltaVista, 
Lycos, WebCrawler, InfoSeek and a few more. We tried several times also to register with 
Y ahoo!, but without success. 

Another way is of course to publish your home page address (called URL), in relevant 
publications. Our URL has been published inCCN, Nordisk Numismatisk Unions Medlemsblad 
and Svensk Numismatisk Tidskrift. 


Step 6: Update your home page continuously 
The value of a home page is very much dependent on frequent updates. If the readers know that 
you add information all the time, they will come back if the subject is of interest for them. 


Some general aspects on home page layout and contents 

Keep the top-page small. Using a lot of graphics and animations makes the page very time- 
consuming to load. Animations may actually make the home page impossible to use for persons 
with older and weaker computers. Remember that many individuals use dial-up connections with 
slow modems, and using a lot of graphics means that your page will then be very slow to load. 

Personally I think that the top page shall be kept as small as possible, with only an introduction 
text, and links to sub-pages. If you use images, keep them small, and use compressed file formats 
GIF or JPEG. Larger colour images should always be JPEGs. Small B/W images (like the SNF 
logo) may be most efficiently stored as 1-bit coded GIFs. 

A good way of using images is to supply so called “thumbnails”, i.e. small copies of the actual 
image, on the page, with a link to the larger full-size image. By clicking on the thumbnail. the 
larger image is then loaded on demand. Size (in kb) of the full-size image should be presented 
along with the thumbnail, to give the user a possibility to estimate download time. 


Add a counter to your home page. By doing this you can keep track of the number of visitors 
you have. Use separate counters on sub-pages if any of them is of special interest. An example 
on our home page (which is mainly written is Swedish) is the sub-page with information in 
English. It is of course of special interest to know how many international visitors we have. 

Don’t forget to add e-mail functionality at relevant points in your home page. By doing this 
you make it easy for visitors to give feedback. 

Add links to other web sites that you think are good and relevant for the visitor. Check the links 


regularly - home pages are sometimes moved or even deleted. Send mail to other good sites, and 
ask them to add a link to your page. 


Comments and feedback so far 

When this is being written, the home page has been available for about ten months. Initially very 
few visited our home page. The number is, however, increasing all the time. By now more than 
2,500 visits have been recorded. We have 10-20 visits per day, and also get a few e-mails per week 
from individuals who have seen our home page. Comments are, so far, only positive. We have 
actually also got some new members because of this. 

Our plans for the future is to use the home page mainly for PR for the Society, numismatics 
in general and coin collecting. Activities, new publications and auctions sales lists are examples 
of the kind of information we will present. We also hope to be able to put the Society’s library 
catalogue on the home page sometime in the future, as well as some general information about 
the monetary history of Sweden. 

If you would like to check out our home page, the URL-address is: 
http://www.users.wineasy.se/snf/ 

All constructive suggestions about improvements of the home page can be sent to: 
snf@wineasy.se 

Good luck with your numismatic Internet activities! 


Kjell Holmberg, Swedish Numismatic Society 


m MAILING LISTS RELATED TO NUMISMATICS 
Mailing lists present great possibilities to Internet users with special interests. In order to 
subscribe to a mailing list you send a message to the so-called list keeper. To find interesting 
mailing lists you can search at e.g. Alta Vista for USENET-newsgroups and read the file 
”news.announce.newusers”. Mailing lists can also be found at CompuServes forum Electronic 
Frontier Foundation. USENET is a gigantic electronic billboard on Internet and correspondes 
to online-services. CompuServe is the oldest online-service provided and probably the one 
with the most extensive range in the United States and Europe. Three mailing lists related to 
numismatics are presented below with the official descriptions of the lists and instructions on 
how to subscribe. The names of the mailing lists are written in italic and e-mail addresses in 
capital letters. 


BiblioNumis-L mailing list l 
BiblioNumis-L is an open, moderated discussion list dealing with all literature having to do 





with numismatics. Reviews, discussions, and queries related to the topic of the list are welcome. 
Announcements of new publications, forthcoming auctions, and the like are encouraged. 
Postings of numismatic bibliographic material for sale or trade (with short descriptions, and 
with or without prices) are permitted. All sales/trades must be conducted via private e-mail, 
not through posting to the list. 

In order to subscribe, send an e-mail to the LISTSERV@NETCOM.COM, with an empty 
subject field and only ”subscribe biblionumis-l” and your e-mail address in the message 
string. 

List maintainer is Harry Bass, e-mail: HWBASS@NETCOM.COM 


COINS mailing list 
This is a discussion group on the Internet with about 250 subscribers. Subscribers can post 
news, questions, commentaries, etc. The purpose of COINS is to inform people about 
numismatics and collecting, to serve as a forum for discussion of numismatic topics (broadly 
defined), to enable people to find others with the same collecting/hobby interests and, in a 
limited way, to facilitate trades and exchanges of collectable items. 

In order to subscribe, send an e-mail to COINS-REQUEST@UNI.EDU with an empty 
subject field and only ”subscribe coins” in the the message string. 

List maintainer is Daniel Power, e-mail: DANIEL.POWER@UNI.EDU 


NUMISM-L mailing list 
William E. Metcalf previously presented NUMISM-L mailing list in the 1994:4 issue of CCN. 
The main part of the information presented in the 1994 issue is repeated here. 

NUMISM-L is an unmoderated list that provides a discussion forum for topics relating to 
the numismatics of Antiquity and the Middle Ages. It is not a collector’s list, nor is it 
exclusively scholarly; but it is for serious students of coinage up to c.1454. It also offers an 
opportunity to announce the discovery of new coin hoards, newly discovered varieties (as 
well as newly identified forgeries), new books, recent thefts, and upcoming conferences. 
Coin shows and coin sales also may be announced, but sales of specific coins are absolutely 
forbidden, and anyone offering specific coins for sale will be summarily removed from the 
list. 

In order to subscribe, send an e-mail to LISTSERV@VM.SC.EDU, with an empty subject 
field and only ” subscribe numis-1” and your name in the message string. 

List maintainer is Ralph W. Mathisen, e-mail: 
n330009@UNIVSCVM.CSD.SCAROLINA.EDU 


Cecilia Persson, Stockholm Numismatic Institute 


We argently need contributions for the next issue of CCN. If 
you have any text you think would suit the context and that 
you would like to publish, please send it to one of the editors 
(for address, please see first page), preferably both on 
paper and as a datafile. > 





E LITERATURE 

Inventar der Fundmiinzen der Schweiz. Published by Inventaire des trouvailles monétaires 
suisses (ITMS) de l'Académie suisse des sciences humaines et sociales (ASSH). 

3. Augusta Raurica I. Augst 1949 - 1972. Markus Peter. Eds. Suzanne Frey-Kupper and 
Olivier Frédéric Dubuis. Lausanne 1996. ISBN 2-940086-02-8. 651 pages and 29 plates. 

4. Augusta Raurica Il. Kaiseraugst 1949 - 1972. Markus Peter. Eds. Suzanne Frey-Kupper 
and Olivier Frédéric Dubuis.Lausanne 1996. ISBN 2-940086-03-6. 287 pages and 5 plates. 

The project Inventar der Fundmiinzen der Schweiz is based on a computer program called 

NAUSICCA (cf. CCN 1995:6 ). 


Please fill out the form on page 7 and send it to CCN if you haven't already done 
so. (See address on the form.) We will continue to publish a list of e-mail 


addresses and home-pages in the coming editions of CCN. 





m Home Pages: 

American Numismatic Society: http://www.amnumsoc.2.org 

Australian Mint: http//www.perthmint.com 

Austrian Mint: http//www.austrianmint.com 

Biblioteque Nationale, Paris: http//www.bnf.fr./institution/frangais/monnaie.htm 
British Museum, London: http//www.british-museum.ac.uk 

Deutsche Historische Museum, Berlin: http//www.dhm.de/sammlungen/kunst2/numismatik 
Monnaie de Paris, Paris: http//www.monnaiedeparis.fr 

Stockholm Numismatic Institute, Stockholm: http//www.archaeology.su.se/nfg.html 
Swedish Numismatic Society: http://www.users.wineasy.se/snf/ 

U S Mint: http//www.washingtonmint.com 


E E-mail - addresses: N 

Dr. Andrew Burnett - BM-COINS @MAILBOX.ULCC.AC.UK 

Dr. Reiner Cunz - REINER.CUNZ@T-ONLINE.DE 

Dr. Hubert Emmerig - HUBERT.EMMERIG@UNIVIE.AC.AT 

Dr. Angelo Geissen - A.GEISSEN@UNI-KOELN.DE 

Kjell Holmberg - KJELL.HOLMBERG O SEUPPBT.PHARMACIA.SE 
Prof. Kenneth Jonsson - KENNETH.JONSSON. @ARK.SU.SE 
Christoph Kilger - M67CK82G @STUDENTS.SU.SE 

Dr. William E. Metcalf - METCALF@ AMNUMSOC.ORG 

Drs. R.P. van der Meulen - VANDER.MEULEN @CE.INTL.TN 
Cecilia Persson — F69CP6C6@STUDENTS.SU.SE 

Prof. Dr. Patrizia Serafin Petrillo - SERAFIN@UTOVRM.IT 

Swedish Numismatic Society - SNF@WINEASY.SE 

Dr. Melinda Torbagyi - H4763SVH @ELLE.HV 

Dr. Otfried von Vacano — BIRLEY @ZE8.RZ.UNI-DUESSELDORF.DE 
Dr. David G. Wigg - WIGG@EM.UNI-FRANKFURT.D400.DE 


The lists are published without any guarantee against recent changes or any other imperfections. 
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m EDITORIAL SECTION 
CCN (the acronym for the newsletter) is a semi-annual newsletter published in June and 


December. The aim is to provide information to all interested in numismatics who are also 
working with computers. The name of the newsletter has been chosen for convenience only and 
encompasses all branches of numismatics: coins, banknotes, medals, tokens etc. from ancient 
Greece to modern times. Current circulation is c. 275. CCN is supplied free of charge and 
distributed to all INC/CIN members and others interested. 

We try to offer a wide selection of subjects, but also regular topics which include: past and 
future conferences, reports from museums/institutions on thei: work, current projects, debate, 
publications etc. CCN depends upon reader contributions to fulfil its purpose. 

We urge readers who have information, comments or questions to contribute which might be 
of interest to others to send it to us. Reports on computer activities at museums, institutions etc. 
are also welcome. Reviews of literature where computers have been adopted are also appreciated. 

Contributions to CCN should preferably be delivered to one of the editors as ASCII, 
Wordperfect or Pagemaker files via e-mail or on disk. The present editors regret that they can 
only use disks operating under the DOS system. However, contributions can also be delivered 
typed on paper. Contributions are accepted in English, French, and German. Proofs are not sent 
to the contributors. Deadline for contributions are 15 May and 15 November. Illustrations are 
preferably limited to line drawings because we use a simple copying machine to "print" CCN. 


New address 

Please note the new address of the CCN-editor Kenneth Jonsson and Stockholm Numismatic 
Institute: Bollhusgránd 1B"", S-111 31 Stockholm, Sweden. The new telephone number is +46- 
8-674 77 55, and fax number +46-8-674 77 53. E-mail address: Kenneth.Jonsson Oark.su.se 





E-MAIL / HOME PAGE 


Please fill out this form and return it to the CCN editor in Stockholm, 
Kenneth Jonsson, Stockholm Numismatic Institute, Bollhusgránd 1 B"", 
S - 111 31 Stockholm, Sweden. New e-mail addresses and home pages will 
be published continuously. 
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| SUBSCRIPTION FORM TO BE SENT TO THE EDITORS 





Yes, I/ we want to receive CCN in the future 
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| |I want to receive the questionnaire about computers/databases 











CONFERENCE FORM TO BE SENT TO THE EDIPORS | 








I / We plan to arrange a conference on numismatics and data 


Contact Person: arena ee NeT 
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